
 

 

 
Brazil  

Alta Floresta Amazon Rainforests 
27th September to 7th October 2023 (11 days) 

 
Hoatzin by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 

Brazil - one of the most biodiverse countries on the planet, is a dream destination for general 

naturalists, photographers and birders alike. Home to swathes of Amazon Rainforest, the vast 

majority of the continent's savannah, endemic-rich Atlantic Rainforest, and the highly celebrated 

Pantanal, few destinations can offer such great variety and abundance in such a short space of time.  

 

Our 11 day tour of the pristine Amazon rainforests surrounding Alta Floresta focus on three primary 
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lodges in the heart of the verdant southern Amazon basin - each boasting in excess of 500 species 

each! From the crystal clear waters of the Rio Sao Benedito II that flows through Rio Azul to the 

Rondonia specialists of Sao Nicolau and the canopy tower of the fishing lodge of Pousada Thaimacu 

– good accommodation and excellent food will supplement our bird filled days at each step of our 

journey. Unlike many forays to Alta Floresta, this is no mere extension, but an in-depth tour focussing 

on both the common and rarely searched for. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Alta Floresta  

Days 2 & 3 Rio Azul Lodge 

Day 4 Rio Azul to Fazenda Anaca 

Day 5 Fazenda Anaca to Fazenda Sao Nicolau via Black-chested Tyrant site 

Day 6 Fazenda Sao Nicolau 

Day 7 Fazenda Sao Nicolau to Fazenda Anaca 

Day 8 Fazenda Anaca to Pousada Thaimacu 

Days 9 & 10 Pousada Thaimacu 

Day 11 Pousada Thaimacu to Alta Floresta and depart 

 

TOUR MAP 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Alta Floresta. Today 

guests will arrive into the rural town of 

Alta Floresta. At the transition point 

between the savannahs and cerrado of 

more southerly Brazil, and the forested 

expanse that is the Amazon Basin, Alta 

Floresta has recently undergone a bit of an 

economic swell. There is fine 

accommodation available, and guests will 

be transferred from the airport to our local 

lodging. In the evening, we will meet for 

a welcome dinner, and begin discussing 

the exciting adventure head of us! 

 

Days 2 & 3: Rio Azul Lodge. A bit over 

two hours north of Alta Floresta, family-

owned (and run) Rio Azul Lodge sits on 

the banks of the Rio Sao Benedito II, part of the greater Rio Azul Conservation area and Preserve. 

This small, private property is a real gem, with access to a variety of south Amazonian habitats, and 

a fine trail system. More than 500 species of birds have been recorded here! Of course, the Rio Sao 

Benedito itself is a wonderful resource. Its crystalline waters and surrounding primary forests attract 

an impressive array of beautiful and rare bird species. Even Jaguar are regularly seen here. 

 

We will take these two days to explore the river and trails of Rio Azul Lodge. It’s a perfect 

introduction to the habitats of the region, as well as being the best place around for a few specialty 

species. Right around the lodge itself, Crestless (Lesser Razor-billed) Curassow, Eastern Striolated 

Puffbird, Blackish Nightjar, Tawny-bellied Screech Owl, Blue-crowned Trogon, Pavonine Quetzal, 

Blue-cheeked Jacamar, Curl-crested Aracari, Kawall’s Amazon, White-bellied Parrot, Santarem 

Parakeet, Amazonian Antshrike, Spix’s 

Warbling- and White-browed Antbirds, 

Layard’s Woodcreeper, Curve-billed 

Scythebill, White-bellied Tody-Tyrant, 

Amazonian Royal Flycatcher, Fiery-capped 

and Red-headed Manakins, and some 15 

species of Euphonias, Tanagers, 

Honeycreepers, and Dacnids are seen right by 

the cabins! The cabins themselves are very 

quaint. Arranged right in the forest, in a very 

small clearing, the cabins are comfortable, 

and feature lovely front porches where one 

can relax and enjoy the activity right around 

the lodge grounds.  

 

Some of the most wanted birds of this site are 

best viewed from the river. By taking small 

boats downstream, we can access river trails, 

and just drift, searching for the likes of Red-

throated Piping Guan, Bald and Red-fan 

Parrots, Green-tailed Goldenthroat, Crimson 

Fiery-capped Manakin by Dubi Shapiro 

Santarem Parakeet by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Topaz, Peacock Coquette 

(rare), raptors that can 

include both Crested and 

Harpy Eagles, 5 species 

of kingfisher, Bronzy and 

Paradise Jacamars, 

Brown-banded Puffbird, 

and a variety of Cotingas 

including the gorgeous 

Pompadour Cotinga.  

 

Any boat trip in 

Amazonia is exciting, 

with the possibility for 

many species of monkeys, 

Caiman, and possibly 

something even more 

elusive, such a Jaguar or 

Puma. On a recent scouting trip, the author saw both species of big cats within a 12-hour period! Due 

to the large population of White-lipped Peccary on the property, and a fair number of Gray Brocket 

Deer, there is plenty of food to go around. Giant Otters, though seasonal in these waters, are a distinct 

possibility, too.  

 

The trail system here at Rio Azul might, in fact, be one of its biggest virtues. Allowing access to terra 

firme, varzea, and white sand forests, there is huge potential to see some spectacular species. We will 

divide our time between the river and the forest trails, searching for the following along the 12+ kms 

of trails: Grey, Cinereous, and Brazilian Tinamous, Ocellated Poorwill, Tapajos Hermit (probably the 

best place to see this rare species), White-browed Hawk, Spectacled Owl, Amazonian Pygmy Owl, 

Black-tailed, Green-backed, and Amazonian Trogons, Amazonian Motmot, Collared and Rufous-

necked Puffbirds, Gould’s Toucanet, Bar-breasted Piculet, Red-necked, Ringed, and Scale-breasted 

Woodpeckers, Cryptic Forest-Falcon, Glossy, Plain-winged, and Saturnine Antshrikes, Yellow-

browed, Rufous-faced, and Bare-eyed 

Antbirds (among a huge number of antwrens 

and antbirds possible), Tapajos Antpitta, 

Rufous-tailed Flatbill, Black, Snow-capped, 

and Flame-crowned Manakins,  and Brown-

winged Schiffornis, to name some of the huge 

number of possible species.    

 

Day 4: Rio Azul to Fazenda Anaca. It is 

unreasonable to think that in just two days we 

might see much more than half of the species 

residing at Rio Azul. After a final morning’s 

birding (trails or boat, depending on most-

wanted birds) we will pack up and make our 

way to Fazenda Anaca for the evening’s 

birding and overnight stay. While the fazenda 

is a good birding site in its own rite, we’ll be 

visiting mostly due to its proximity for the 

following morning’s bird du jour. 

Jaguar by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Pompadour Cotinga by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Birding our way to Anaca, we will scope some 

wetland and open-country habitats that now 

comprise the majority of the land around Alta 

Floresta, which has become an agricultural and 

cattle hub. Despite the habitat degradation, there 

are some nice birds that call these environs home. 

En route, and at the fazenda, we might find 

White-faced and Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, 

Brazilian Teal, Guira Cuckoo, Little Nightjar, 

Great Potoo, a number of herons and ibis, 

Burrowing Owl, Chestnut-eared Aracari, 

Yellow-tufted and Lineated Woodpeckers, Bat 

Falcon, Yellow-crowned Amazon, Red-bellied, 

Blue-winged, Blue-and-Yellow and Chestnut-

fronted Macaws, White-eyed Parakeet, Black-

throated Antbird, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, 

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (tied for smallest 

Passerine on Earth!), Black-capped Donacobius 

and Epaulet Oriole, to name a few.  

 

Day 5: Fazenda Anaca to Fazenda Sao 

Nicolau via Black-chested Tyrant site. A 

recent discovery that made headlines in the region was that of a nesting pair of Black-chested Tyrants. 

The discovery led to a realization that there are actually a few pairs in the area, frequenting a specific 

property. We will visit this property this morning in search of one of the loveliest, and certainly one 

of the rarest, flycatchers in the Americas. Though nothing is guaranteed, we will have a good chance 

to see at least one of these scarce beauties. In the process, we are likely to view several other nice 

species that frequent the area. Spix’s Guan, White-bearded and Reddish Hermits, Sungrebe, Collared 

Trogon, Ringed Woodpecker, Laughing Falcon, Orange-cheeked Parrot, Scarlet Macaw, Great and 

Chestnut-backed Antshrikes, Blackish Antshrike, Amazonian Antpitta (another star bird for the 

morning, if we’re lucky!), Long-billed Woodcreeper, Varzea Schiffornis, and Hauxwell’s Thrush are 

all oft-encountered species in this transitional varzea/riparian forest.  

 

After what we hope is an exceedingly successful quest for the Tyrant, we will continue west, towards 

Fazenda Sao Nicolau. Upon crossing 

the Juruena River, we will find 

ourselves in a different interfluvial 

plain to that of Rio Azul, Anaca, and 

the final site of our tour, Pousada 

Thaimacu. By crossing the Juruena, 

we will find ourselves awash in 

Rondonia specialties, which we 

spend the following two days 

seeking out!  

 

Days 6 & 7: Fazenda Sao Nicolau 

& environs. We will spend the better 

part of these two days in search of 

species endemic to the interfluvium 
Bare-faced Curassow by Rich Lindie 

Paradise Jacamar by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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between the Juruena and Aripuana 

Rivers. We will experience the 

essence of what makes Amazonia 

so diverse – biogeographic barriers. 

The mighty tributaries of the 

Amazon have created a parcellation 

of primary habitats, separated 

blocks if you will, with their roaring 

waters. While some bird species, 

particularly frugivorous, predatory, 

and migratory species disregard 

these barriers and simply fly across 

them, many of the understory 

insectivores, and a few canopy-

dwelling ones, do not. They never 

dare to cross the watery expanse of 

the river. Therefore, over the course 

of millions of years, they have 

stayed on their side of the river, 

evolving separately from their congeners, developing distinct morphology, vocalizations, breeding 

habits, and have stayed happily put without intermingling with the other side. We will see this, first-

hand, being able to compare respective congeners that have evolved into their own forms. Exemplary 

of these include Crimson-bellied Parakeet, Needle-billed Hermit, Rondonia Warbling Antbird, 

Hoffman’s Woodcreeper, Rondonia Woodcreeper, and the absolutely fabulous White-breasted 

Antbird! Other species possible here, which would be difficult elsewhere, include Ash-winged 

Antwren, Ornate Antwren, Alta Floresta Antpitta (rare), Ruddy Spinetail, Buff-cheeked Greenlet, and 

Rose-breasted Chat, among others. One highlight species that regularly nests here is the iconic Harpy 

Eagle. We have a good chance to see this immense, impressive species here!  

 

We will head back to Fazenda Anaca late on day 7 for the evening. 

 

Day 8: Fazenda Anaca to Pousada Thaimacu. This will be a bit of a travel day, as we travel from 

Alta Floresta to Pousada Thaimacu. There will be 

some birding stops along the way at wetlands, 

riparian corridors, and anywhere else we see 

something particularly interesting. We hope to 

arrive to Pousada Thaimacu before dinner, to 

settle in and enjoy the view from our porches over 

the Rio Sao Benedito, with Bare-faced Curassows 

and a few Scarlet and Red-and-Green Macaws 

likely in the mix!  

 

Days 9 & 10: Pousada Thaimacu. Thaimacu is 

primarily a small fishing lodge catering to more 

discerning clientele that want a remote experience. 

Recently, the owners of the property began to 

recognize the economic resource that birding is. 

What transpired after the initial bird surveys 

conducted by local birders invited to check the 

place out happened fast. Trails were cut on both 

Harpy Eagle by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Crimson-bellied Parakeet by Rob Williams 
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sides of the river through a variety of forest types. 

This includes the very special ‘Bamboo Trail’. A 

few of their fishing guides who had always 

showed an interest in birds began learning the 

birds and figuring out which species of interest 

were present. A canopy tower was erected in 

prime habitat. And now, they have begun to 

receive birding groups! 

 

We will have two full days, and perhaps a bit of 

the final morning of the tour, to visit the myriad 

of habitats accessible at Thaimacu. The canopy 

tower is obviously a huge draw! The 

aforementioned bamboo trail is great. But there 

are also trails through stunted rocky forests, sandy 

soil forest, fabulous terra firme forest, and of 

course the river! There will be no shortage of 

activities and habitats to enjoy, including a full 

day on the river, visiting backwater oxbows, 

varzea strands, islands, and some trails they’ve 

constructed along the way.  

 

As was the case with Rio Azul and Fazenda Sao Nicolau, the bird list here tops 500 species. While 

there is a broad overlap with Rio Azul, there are several standouts due to the Rio Sao Benedito being 

much larger than the Sao Benedito II, the bamboo stands, small patches of remnant cerrado scrub, as 

well as the canopy tower. After having probably encountered the better portion of more widespread 

(and of course some rarer) species, we will focus on the following exciting birds here: White-throated, 

Brazilian and Small-billed Tinamous, Crestless and Bare-faced Curassows, Pheasant and Black-

bellied Cuckoos, Long-tailed and Tapajos Hermits, Hoatzin, Dark-winged Trumpeter, Pied Lapwing, 

Sunbittern, Sungrebe, Slate-colored, White and White-browed Hawks, Crested Owl, Amazonian 

Pygmy Owl, Pavonine Quetzal, Black-tailed and Black-throated Trogons, Brown-banded, Pied, and 

Spotted Puffbirds, Rusty-breasted Nunlet, Black-girdled Barbet, Red-necked Aracari, Cream-

colored, Chestnut, Yellow-throated, and Golden-green Woodpeckers, Cryptic and Slaty-backed 

Forest Falcons (rare), Glossy and Natterer’s 

Slaty Antshrikes, Plain-throated, White-

eyed, Pygmy, Sclater’s, Long-winged, 

Grey and Rufous-winged Antwrens, 

Striated, Manu, Grey, Band-tailed, Rufous-

faced, Chestnut-tailed and Xingu Scale-

backed Antbirds, Slender-billed and 

Rufous-tailed Xenops, Para Foliage-

gleaner, Speckled and Chestnut-throated 

Spinetails, Rufous-crowned Elaenia, 

Zimmer’s Tody-Tyrant, Cinnamon-crested 

Spadebill, Large-headed and Dusky-tailed 

Flatbills, Spangled and Pompadour 

Cotingas, Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, 

Black-collared Swallow, Para Gnatcatcher, 

Green and Olive Oropendolas, and a truly 

absurd list of tanagers including the 

Dark-winged Trumpeter by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Glossy Antshrike by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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normally rare (but here regular) Dotted Tanager! It’s a huge list of wonderful birds that we hope to 

enjoy, while delighting in the comfort of the lodge, complete with pool deck and great food.  

 

Day 11: Pousada Thaimacu to Alta Floresta and depart.  All great tours must come to an end. 

After breakfast we shall transfer back to Alta Floresta where the tour will conclude. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

The tour fee includes: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 11 

• Bottled drinking water; 

• All lodgings; 

• Ground transportation; 

• Reserve entrance fees; and  

• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights; 

• Any drinks; 

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you 

choose to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to 

ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single 

supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration, a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to major foreign exchange fluctuations and unforeseen 

increases in tour related costs and may have to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will 

attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc) are included on this tour. 

However, this does not include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have 

given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 

 

Special Notes:  

• In some areas, it can be quite hot depending upon local weather conditions. On most mornings, we 
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will be up and out early to take advantage of the cooler temperatures and wildlife activity.  

• This Brazil tour does not require a high level of fitness but participants should be in good general 

health as some of the forest birding will be done on foot and may require walking for several 

hours at a time (always at a slow pace). There will also be a few lengthy drives. Should you have 

any physical limitations or medical conditions please notify us in advance of departure. 

• The vehicles we use are comfortable although we should expect some bumpy roads depending 

upon local road conditions. 

• Accommodation is generally comfortable throughout the tour although air conditioning is not 

available in some areas. 

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will begin with a welcome dinner at our Alta 

Floresta lodgings in the evening of day 1. As this is scheduled as an arrival day, you are free to arrive 

at any time. The tour will conclude at Alta Floresta airport in the mid to late morning of day 11 after 

a transfer from Pousada Thaimacu. 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Piloto Osvaldo Marques Dias Airport, Alta Floresta (IATA: AFL) is the main port of entry and exit 

for this tour. Alta Floresta is reached from Marechal Rondon International Airport, Cuiaba (IATA: 

CGB) on Azul Brazilian Airlines. Cuiaba is serviced by a multitude of flights from major cities within 

Brazil such as Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Brasilia. Please DO NOT book any flights until you 

have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 


